
Stroll the streets of Linden Hills and you will see historic locations, many that date
from the nineteenth century, as well as buildings in a variety of architectural styles.
As you walk along the shores of Lakes Calhoun and Harriet you will learn of the
early activities that took place around these natural landmarks. On each tour you
will get a glimpse of the pioneers who shaped the Lake Harriet District. The walking

tours in this booklet highlight only a sample of the Linden Hills area’s rich heritage. Many
places, briefly mentioned here, are covered in greater detail in the book, Down at the Lake:
A Historical Portrait of Linden Hills and the Lake Harriet District published by the Linden
Hills History Study Group. 

Please be cautious when crossing any street or bicycle path. The � symbol in the tour 
booklet indicates street crossings where you should be especially careful.

Do not trespass on private property and please respect the privacy of the homeowners.

Each tour’s suggested route will take you back to the place where you started.
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3830 Richfield Road. 

This is where the Ueland family tennis court was located. Author Brenda Ueland played
in the woods across the street as a child. In 1890 the Uelands platted their three acres
west of Richfield Road as Interlachen Terrace. Interlachen, “between the lakes,” was the
original name for William Berry Park.

3832 Richfield Road. 

Each of the Uelands’ three oldest sons built a house on Richfield Road in the area their
family referred to as the “pasture.” Sigurd Ueland, a lawyer, built this two-story stucco
house designed by architects Walter Wheeler and D. R. McEnary in 1926.  

3846 Richfield Road. 

In 1925 Rolf Ueland, also a lawyer, selected the firm of Long and Thorshov to design his
classic Tudor-style house. It stayed in the Ueland family until 1988. 

3850 Richfield Road. 

Arnulf Ueland, a banker, had Carl B. Stravs design his stucco house in 1925. 

� Cross Thirty-ninth Street at the Sheridan Avenue traffic signal and walk back to

Richfield Road. 

Residences have replaced several small commercial operations that formerly
stood on the 3900 block of Richfield Road. These included an 1890 fruit stand
at 3918 and a store, built in 1889, at 3944 Richfield Road.

When you reach Fortieth Street, turn right.

2504 West Fortieth Street. 

Architect Lowell Lamoreaux designed this Swiss chalet-style house in 1905. Beginning
in the fall of 1906, and for over twenty years, Miss Covell taught private kindergarten
classes in this house.

2521 Fortieth Street. 

The 1902 Cummer Cottage is similar in style to the modest one-story houses that were
built in the Cottage City Addition north of Fortieth Street. Carriage maker Oswald
Cummer built this cottage and several other residences in the area.

2617 West Fortieth Street. 

Contractor Loren L. Chadwick built three cottages on adjacent lots in 1902 for $300
each. One of them was torn down, and in 1972 these two were joined. They are consid-
ered classic examples of turn-of-the-century cottage architecture in the Minneapolis
Lake District. The tiny cottages were designed with screened porches to take advantage
of the breeze from the nearby lakes. 

The Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission designated the mirror-image
Chadwick Cottages as a local landmark for their architectural design and illustration of
development in Minneapolis.

2627 West Fortieth Street. 

Architect Glenn L. Saxton designed this one-and-a-half story 1910 Craftsman-style 
bungalow for owner D. H. Duryea. Saxton also designed the 1902 Linden Hills
Congregational Church building located two blocks south on Upton Avenue and 
Forty-second Street. He promoted his bungalow designs by publishing pattern books.
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Bungalows were very popular throughout this country in the early decades of the twen-
tieth century. They were built in many architectural styles including Greek Revival and
Spanish Mission, but are now most commonly identified with the Craftsman style that
was an American interpretation of the Arts and Crafts movement. The Craftsman style
rejected heavy ornamentation and favored straightforward expression of design through
naturally finished native materials. This house exhibits many Craftsman characteristics,
including a low-pitched roof with wide eves and exposed rafter tails. The rounded rafter
ends are not typical of the Craftsman style.

2712 West Fortieth Street. 

As he advanced through the ranks at the Pillsbury Mills to become its general superin-
tendent, Max A. Lehmann decided that a larger house was in order. The residence that
he had built in 1904 was moved around the corner to a lot at 3935 Upton, where it
stands today. Moving houses was a common practice at the time and several Linden
Hills homes had former addresses. To replace the 1904 house, Lehmann had this Tudor
Revival-style house built in 1913. Tudor Revival is patterned after medieval buildings and
was popular from 1890-1940. The style features steeply pitched roofs (usually with side
gables), decorative half-timbering in the upper stories, and tall multi-paned windows.4

2817 West Fortieth Street. 

Charles A. Greenwood, who worked for a printing and lithography company, purchased
this house from the builder C. S. Talbert. The concrete block and frame house with the
Palladian-style window on the second floor was built in 1904. A central arched window
flanked by two smaller rectangular windows characterizes Palladian-style windows. They
are named for Andrea Palladio, the sixteenth century Italian architect. 

2914 West Fortieth Street. 

William Ignatius Nolan and family moved into this house, built in 1902, in 1906. Nolan
was a lecturer on the traveling Chautauqua circuit from 1900 to 1925. He was also elected
to the Minnesota legislature, was lieutenant governor for two terms, and served
Congress from 1929 to 1933. William and his wife Matea had nine children, all daughters.

Long-time residents recall that in the early 1900s Fortieth Street ended just
below the Nolan house in what was referred to as “Fern Valley.” Two streams
ran through Fern Valley, and a low wooden bridge allowed passage over the
streams. Peat bog fires plagued this area. Fire control was virtually impossible
because the peat fires were deep and difficult to extinguish. Fires were
rumored to have been started by lightning and mischievous neighborhood
children.

The area between Fortieth Street and Lake Calhoun is a unique part of
Linden Hills called Cottage City. The land between Lakes Calhoun and Harriet
was an attractive retreat from the often-grimy urban Minneapolis at the turn
of the century. The streetcar provided easy access from downtown. Louis
Menage considered these advantages when he had the property he owned
north of Fortieth Street platted as Cottage City in 1883. The unusually small
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