Linden Hills\Walking Tours

troll the streets of Linden Hills and you will see historic locations, many that date

from the nineteenth century, as well as buildings in a variety of architectural styles.

As you walk along the shores of Lakes Calhoun and Harriet you will learn of the

early activities that took place around these natural landmarks. On each tour you

will get a glimpse of the pioneers who shaped the Lake Harriet District. The walking
tours in this booklet highlight only a sample of the Linden Hills area’s rich heritage. Many
places, briefly mentioned here, are covered in greater detail in the book, Down at the Lake:
A Historical Portrait of Linden Hills and the Lake Harriet District published by the Linden
Hills History Study Group.

Please be cautious when crossing any street or bicycle path. The & symbol in the tour
booklet indicates street crossings where you should be especially careful.

Do not trespass on private property and please respect the privacy of the homeowners.

Each tour’s suggested route will take you back to the place where you started.
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Linden Hills Walking Tour

Queen Avenue/Linden Hills Boulevard

Tour length: 1 mile

Begin the tour at West Forty-second Street and Queen Avenue.

his tour highlights some of the earliest residential development in

Linden Hills. In 1894 the Lake Harriet Residence Park Improvement

Company used the offer of free lots to entice eight families to build

homes on Queen Avenue, Sheridan Avenue, and Linden Hills
Boulevard. On this tour are the six remaining houses of these “pioneers,”
plus several that followed in the next few decades.

Electric streetcar advertising vaudeville at Lake
Harriet, ca. 1895 Much of the early history of Linden Hills happened within yards of this
intersection. In 1835 Reverend Jedediah Stevens established a mission school
here to teach the children who lived in Cloud Man’s village at Lake Calhoun.
This was where the 1880s steam-powered Motor Line brought people from
downtown Minneapolis to Lake Harriet. Popular entertainment was offered
free on this site to encourage ridership. A canvas-covered platform was erected
for dancing parties and music. The electric streetcar replaced the Motor Line
in 1891. It was not unusual for streetcars to bring over ten thousand sightseers
in a single day to enjoy the activities at Lake Harriet. After concerts or events,
dozens of streetcars lined up on a siding west of Upton Avenue waiting to
take visitors home. The streetcar line was abandoned in 1954.

In 1971 the Minnesota Transportation Museum reopened this section of the
- Como-Harriet Streetcar Line. In 1989 they built a replica of the 1900 streetcar
Streetcar waiting station at 42nd St. and Queen Ave.  station. Today volunteer conductors and motormen run the restored streetcars
built in 1900. The classic-style pavilion is in the from May to October. Interpretive displays inside the station and the nearby
background, 1909 . . . . .
marker provide more information about the history of this local landmark.
The streetcar line is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

From Forty-second and Queen, over the years, you would also have been
able to see three successive pavilions and a bandstand that stood near the lake
before the present bandstand was constructed in 1986. According to Ben
Eide, long-time director of the Minneapolis Park Board warehouse, early in
the century the Park Board built a toboggan slide on the Forty-second Street
hill. The wooden slide was elevated over the lower roadway. Sliders were sent
flying out onto the frozen lake, sometimes careening far towards the opposite
shore. The starter at the top of the hill was given the all clear via a Bell
Telephone system located on the ice.

Chalet-style streetcar waiting station, built in 1912, 4136 Queen Avenue.
served the neighborhood until streetcar service was The northwest corner of Forty-second and Queen is the former site of an 1896 cafe and

discontinued in 1954 clubhouse that catered to lake patrons. This wooden structure was torn down in 1923
and replaced by the Pavilion Apartments. Architect Perry Crosier designed this two-story







Linden Hills Walking Tour

Queen Avenue/Linden Hills Boulevard

brick building in 1925 for Sam Silberman. Crosier was also the architect for a number of
Minneapolis theaters, including the Parkway and Avalon. He also designed other local
apartment buildings, most notably Fair Oaks, located near the Minneapolis Institute of
Arts. The building at 4136 Queen originally had five storefronts on the first floor with
apartments located above. The stores were converted to apartments in 1927.

2401-05 West Forty-second Street.

Owner John Berry built this wooden building at the corner of Forty-second and Queen in
1897 as a store with apartments upstairs. Early tenants included druggists, confectioners,
and grocers. The building has had several additions and alterations, but its use as a
combined commercial and residential space continued until 1964 when the Forum Food
Store closed.

4224 Queen Avenue.

Henry Paus built this house on one of the lots given away by the Lake Harriet Residence
Park Improvement Company in 1894. Paus and his wife Augusta sold it to Charles and
Katherine Van Tuyl in 1895 for $3,200. The house has a shingled gambrel roof with cross
gables and prominent front porch. The firm of Orff and Joralemon designed this resi-
dence as well as many other buildings in the city, including the recently-restored Van
Dusen Mansion at 1900 La Salle Avenue.

4236 Queen Avenue.

In 1897 Charles and Katherine Van Tuyl purchased two lots for $2,000 and built this
brick and frame mansion for $6,500. Charles Van Tuyl, born in New York in 1859, came
to Minneapolis in 1893 and was an agent for the State Mutual Life Assurance Company 2401 W. 42nd St., ca. 1964
of Worcester, Massachusetts.

The Van Tuyls’ view of the pagoda-style pavilion at Lake Harriet from their home at
4224 Queen may have inspired their selection of Harry Wild Jones as the architect for
their new house. Jones was a well-known architect who designed many Minneapolis
buildings, including the Butler Square building, the Memorial Chapel at Lakewood
Cemetery, and two Lake Harriet pavilions. The thirty-six-by-sixty-foot Tudor Revival Van
Tuyl house features prominent gables, decorative half timbering, and a large porch with
heavy timbers. The property formerly included a greenhouse, a tennis court, and stables.
The Van Tuyl family owned this house until 1933 when it was sold to U.S. Senator
Thomas Schall and his wife Margaret.

4248 Queen Avenue.

In 1920 Downs and Eads designed this one-and-a-half story house for Clifton Woodward,
an owner of Woodward-Page Furniture. Downs and Eads also designed the 1927 Lake
Harriet bandstand, the Linden Hills fire station, and the Commercial Club.

4254 Queen Avenue.

A.J. McLeod, an estimator, built this two-story frame house in 1902. The house exterior
has not changed substantially since an addition was built in 1909.

4290 Queen Avenue.

This 1909 bungalow is representative of the Arts and Crafts style promoted by
Craftsman Magazine publisher Gustaf Stickley. The wide over-hanging eaves, large
gable ends, and low, open porch make the structure seem one with the earth. The 4236 Queen Ave., ca. 1900
simple round columns are rare for local bungalows.




